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Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes

November 10, 2008

Board Members Present: Members present were John Sutphen (Vice-Chairperson), Susan Zimmermann (Secretary/Treasurer), Mary Burgess, Gregg Collar, Elise Hiller, and Lou Manuta. Members present via conference circuit were Juliana Janson (Chairperson), Diane Browning and Judith Messenger.
Others Present: Angelo Rella (TAF Manager), Mary Goralski (TAF Analyst)
and Linda Maselli (PSC Staff).
1. Juliana Janson, Chairperson, called the meeting to order and took a roll call.  A quorum was present and the meeting proceeded. 

2. The Board reviewed the minutes of the August 12, 2008 Board meeting.  Hearing no changes, a motion was made by John Sutphen and seconded by Gregg Collar to adopt the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.
3. Juliana Janson welcomed new Sprint Board Representative Diane Browning. 
4. Angelo provided a TAF Administrative Expense Summary Report for the months of July 2008 through September 2008.  He told the Board that the Treasurer (Susan Zimmermann) reviewed a more detailed summary and Susan acknowledged that was so.  Angelo explained various line items within the budget and answered questions. A motion was made by Mary Burgess and seconded by Elise Hiller to approve the expense reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  

5. Angelo provided a TAF status report.  The July 2008 through September 2008 Monthly Assessment Summaries were presented.  Angelo provided an explanation of these reports. For informational purposes, Angelo also provided charts showing the continuing trends of decreasing revenues and increasing costs, particularly Lifeline and discussed the impact on the TAF assessment ratio.  Mary Burgess requested that information on the assessment ratio trend be presented at the next meeting. A motion was made by Susan Zimmermann and seconded by Judith Messenger to approve the reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.

6. Juliana Janson asked for PSC update from Linda Maselli. Linda indicated that the PSC is aware of the funding issues and the escalating TAF related costs and are reviewing the various options at this time.  A discussion amongst Board members ensued concerning the need to address the various issues relating to TAF funding sooner rather than later.  Linda indicated that she would make the Board’s concerns known to the PSC.
7. Angelo gave an update on Caption Telephone, and gave out information on WebCaptel “On the Go”, a new mobile web based captioned service for the deaf and hearing impaired. He also handed out an FCC press release concerning the adoption of a ten digit numbering system and E-911 requirements for providers of internet-based telecommunications relay services. This was for informational purposes only.
8. The Election of TAF Board Officers for 2009 was held. A motion was made by Elise Hiller and was seconded by Lou Manuta for a vote of acclamation. The motion was approved by the Board unanimously. There was a unanimous vote to reelect the Executive Committee for the year 2009 as follows: Juliana Janson as Chairperson, John Sutphen as Vice-Chairperson, and Susan Zimmermann as Secretary/Treasurer.
9. The proposal for the 2009 TAF Board Meeting Schedule was reviewed. A motion was made by Gregg Collar and seconded by Mary Burgess to approve the schedule as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 11 AM.
10. Angelo indicated that the 2009 budget is still pending some items. He will send the budget out to the Board before the end of the year and set up a conference call to discuss it.
11. There being no other business, John Sutphen made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Lou Manuta and approved unanimously by the Board.

